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DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING — ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS AWARD 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Housing) [9.06 am]: I rise today to congratulate the 
Department of Housing on winning another prestigious international award. On Thursday, 13 June 2013 the 
Royal Institute of British Architects announced 12 RIBA international awards for architectural excellence. 
Winners include an extraordinary isolated private house in Zimbabwe, a new traditional sook marketplace in 
Abu Dhabi and an Antarctic research station. These awards recognise some of the world’s most imaginative, 
dramatic and environmentally friendly buildings. Amongst this illustrious company is 146 Fitzgerald Street, a 
social housing development of 49 apartments and two commercial units. According to the president of RIBA, 
Angela Brady — 

The RIBA International Awards set the standard for great architecture … These are projects that 
represent architectural excellence on an international level, projects that go beyond the brief and exceed 
the client’s expectations.  

The complex at 146 Fitzgerald Street is one such project that does exceed expectations. It provides a variety of 
low cost, high quality apartments for a mixture of families, elderly and single/couple occupants. It is ideally 
located for affordable social housing with its close proximity to public transport, local parks and leisure 
facilities, and local shops and services, and it is an easy one kilometre walk to the Perth CBD. 

The development of the Fitzgerald Street complex began with the land being purchased by the Department of 
Housing via the state community housing investment program. The apartments have been designed to respond to 
the conditions of the local climate and are oriented to maximise sustainable living solutions, including passive 
solar heating, cooling, cross-ventilation and day-lighting strategies. The title for the complex of 49 apartments 
and two commercial units has since been transferred to Community Housing Limited under the department’s 
asset transfer project. This will allow CHL to borrow against the asset and build more social and affordable 
housing. CHL itself contributed almost 15 per cent of the project’s funding, and the allocation of the apartments 
under its management is approximately 70 per cent for social housing and 30 per cent for affordable housing. 
This development is more great news for the state affordable housing strategy, which aims to deliver at least 
20 000 homes by 2020, and is a credit to the Department of Housing for seeking to provide first-class solutions 
to affordable housing. 
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